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rection. After a debate of twelve days a compromise was at
length agreed upon, which, though not all that Catherine de-
sired, nor completely satisfactory to either party, was more
agreeable to the Protestants than it was to their opponents.
Having thus at last obtained a settlement which an influen-
tial body of men representative of both parties could accept,
Catherine drew up an Edict, following their recommendations,
which afterwards became very celebrated under the name of
the "Edict of January." This, though it did not allow the
Protestants to build churches, authorised their assembling
for worship; still more important than this, it gave them for
the first time legal recognition, the State thus acknowledging
two different religious bodies. But when this Edict (containing
such an entirely new departure) was sent by the Queen to
the Parlement to be registered and published, they altogether
refused to publish it, and took up a most determined attitude.
Catherine was furious; she at once mounted her horse and
rode at a gallop from Saint-Germain to Paris,41 "and," says
the account, "in good sooth it seemed as thougii she would
gallop straight into the Council chamber in order t^e better
to demonstrate her absolute will and have the Edict regis-
tered." She found the President and Councillors obdurate;
they declared that the Edict would do evil to the kingdom,
and dishonour to God, and that nothing should induce them
to register it; and at length the President rose to leave the
hall, solemnly saying to the Queen, "Your Majesty is taking
the road that will lose you crown and kingdom." But Cath-
erine was as firm on behalf of her measure of toleration as the
Deputies were against it. And as we watch her standing alone
before the Parlement, determined that they and not she should
give way in a matter which she felt was the last chance of
saving the country from civil war, suddenly before the mind's
eye there rises that scene of thirty*two years before, at the
door of the Murate convent in Florence, when she was a girl
of eleven, and the whole drama seems to have been acted
before on a smallei stage, and we know which side will con-